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APPENDIX C – PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT  
 

1 Introduction  
The master planning process recognizes the needs and desires of those persons or agencies associated 
with the affected Corp’s facilities. Coordination and communication with these parties is an integral part 
of all Master Plans. The following documents the coordination efforts related to the Eau Galle Master 
Plan.  

 Congressional Notification 

Congressional representatives from the area were notified of the update to the Master Plan in February 
2018. Below is a list of representatives that received letters. Copies of the notification letters can be 
found at the end of this appendix. 

The Honorable Ron Kind  
The Honorable Sean Duffy 
The Honorable Ron Johnson 
The Honorable Tammy Baldwin  

 Public Coordination  

A public scoping meeting was held on 26 April, 2018 at the Spring Valley Emergency Services Center in 
Spring Valley, WI. The meeting was advertised via the Corps District webpage, a news release and flyers 
distributed at Eau Galle Recreation Area.  

Comments received during the scoping phase of the Master Plan are included below. Comments focused 
on several themes: 

• Trail System: Proper maintenance of trails, additional multi-use trails, additional connectivity.  
• Throughout the Project/Miscellaneous: Make entire Project area smoke-free, offer additional 

programs by park rangers, provide additional trash cans, add a disc golf course, add primitive 
camping near the creek, add a dog park or designated dog area, build a waterslide down the dam, 
restroom upgrades, offer GPS programs, improve access throughout the Project (e.g., bridge from 
Northwest Day Use Area to Main Day Use Area), provide additional viewing platforms. 

• Highland Ridge Campground: Make improvements (e.g., turning area, improved fire pits). 
• Equestrian Campground: Make improvements (e.g., electricity, showers, potable water, 

additional parking, pens for horses). 
• Environment/Natural Resources: Add fish cribs, provide invasive species control on land for 

plants (buckthorn, Tatarian honeysuckle, burdock, garlic mustard, Himalayan blackberry, creeping 
Charlie, and white sweet clover) and invertebrate animals (earthworms) and in the lake for fish 
(common carp), include storm water ponds, and balance recreation needs with the natural 
environment. 

• Northwest Day Use Area: Offer kayak and canoes rentals ; add small boat launches, a fish cleaning 
station, a swimming platform, concessions, a disc golf course, and new and upgraded playground 
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equipment; improve the volleyball court; and build a basketball court. 
• Lousy Creek Landing: Add a dock. 
 

Material related to scoping and public engagement can be found at the end of this appendix.  
Additionally, comments received were transferred to maps of the project area. These potential 
improvements are shown in Plates 12 – 17 in Appendix B. These are ideas and concepts, and will not be 
implemented as part of the Master Plan. Rather these will be considered for implementation when the 
Operational Management Plan is completed. 

The Draft Master Plan and Environmental Assessment was released for 30-day public review and 
comment (April 15 – May 17, 2019).  The plan was posted on the Corps public website and a hard copy 
was available at the Spring Valley Public Library. One comment was received on the draft report and can 
be found at the end of this appendix.   

 Agency Coordination  

An agency scoping was held on 26 April, 2018 at the Eau Galle Project Office in Spring Valley, WI. Below 
is a summary of the meeting.  

Agencies that participated in the scoping meeting included:  

• Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources  
• Spring Valley Police Department 
• St. Croix Birders 
• St. Croix County 
• Boy Scouts of St. Croix Valley  

One comment from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources was received related to improving 
the fish habitat via fish cribs, fish sticks or tree top drops.  

The Wisconsin State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) was provided the Draft Master Plan and 
environmental assessment for comment. No concerns were raised by the SHPO office. 

The Draft Master Plan and Environmental Assessment was released for 30-day public review and 
comment (April 15 – May 17, 2019).  No comments from agencies were received.  

 Tribal Coordination  

The Corps is responsible for consultation with federally recognized tribes that have historical and 
cultural associations within the Project area. In accordance with 36 CFR 800.3(f)(2) of the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation’s regulation implementing Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966, the Corps identified 13 tribes as potentially having historical and cultural 
associations with the Project’s geographic location. An official letter was mailed to the Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officers (THPO) on January 26, 2018 detailing the Master Plan and requesting tribal 
comments. Of these 13 THPOs, the Upper Sioux Community and Mille Lacs Band requested to be 
consulting parties. Information in connection with the Master Plan and environmental assessment 
continued to be provided to both Tribal communities. No concerns were raised by THPO offices.   
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If you would like to leave your contact information, please complete the following: 
Name _____________________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________
City ________________________________________________ State ____________ ZIP ____________
Phone____________________________ Email_____________________________________________

If you would like to leave your contact information, please complete the following: 
Name _____________________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________
City ________________________________________________ State ____________ ZIP ____________
Phone____________________________ Email_____________________________________________

All comments received will be made available to the public, to include the possibility of being posted on a publicly accessible 
website. Individuals are requested not to include personal privacy information in their comments unless they do not object to 
such information being made available to the public.

All comments received will be made available to the public, to include the possibility of being posted on a publicly accessible 
website. Individuals are requested not to include personal privacy information in their comments unless they do not object to 
such information being made available to the public.

Please provide your comments in the sections below:

Recreation: ___________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

Environmental Resources: ________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

General: _____________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

Please provide your comments in the sections below:

Recreation: ___________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

Environmental Resources: ________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

General: _____________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

General Public
Business/Industry
Environmental Group

Media
Federal Government
State Government

City/County Government
Other (please specify) 
__________________________

General Public
Business/Industry
Environmental Group

Media
Federal Government
State Government

City/County Government
Other (please specify) 
__________________________

Please check ONE category below that best describes you and your interest in the master plan:

Please check ONE category below that best describes you and your interest in the master plan:

You can email your comments to eau.galle.lake@usace.army.mil or mail them to  
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Eau Galle Recreation Area, W501 Eau Galle Dam Rd., Spring Valley, WI 54767

You can email your comments to eau.galle.lake@usace.army.mil or mail them to  
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Eau Galle Recreation Area, W501 Eau Galle Dam Rd., Spring Valley, WI 54767



Eau Galle Project Master Plan Revision
The Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) St. Paul District is revising 
the Eau Galle Project Master Plan. The plan, while conceptual in 
nature, will serve as the vision for both environmental stewardship 
and recreation as the Corps continues to serve the public in the 21st 
Century.  

About the Eau Galle Project
The Eau Galle Project is located on the Eau Galle River in Spring Valley, WI. 
It was authorized by the Flood Control Act of 1958 as a result of repeated 
flooding in the Spring Valley area. The dam was built from 1965-1968 to 
serve as a flood control project (the reservoir is 640 acres). The reservoir 
and adjacent areas have been developed for recreational purposes and 
the conservation of fish and wildlife resources and habitat.

What is a Master Plan?
A Master Plan is a strategic land use and recreation management 
document that guides the comprehensive management and 
development of recreational, natural, and cultural resources 
throughout the life of a water resource project.

Eau Galle Project Master Plan | FACTSHEET

Why Revise the Eau Galle Master Plan?
The plan was last updated in 1990 and supplemented in 1999.  The Plan is in need of revision to address changes to 
the environment, outdoor recreation trends and USACE management policy.   

The primary goals of the plan include:

u	Establish an overall land use management plan;
u	Identify resource objectives; and 
u	Identify associated design and management concepts.

Developed by a Corps interagency team, the plan will include coordination with local, state and federal agencies and 
tribal representatives, along with input from the public. 

We want your comments
Do you have a thought or comment on the future of Eau Galle Lake Reservoir? We want to hear from you. To view 
the 1990 Master Plan and to submit your comments electronically go to our website at 
http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/EauGalleMasterPlan/. 
Note: all comments will become part of the final report so we ask that you avoid using any personal 
information that you do not want publicly shared.  A public scoping meeting will be held on 
April 26th 2018, from 6-8pm at the Spring Valley Emergency Services Building. 
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WE WANT 
TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers invites you to attend an 
open house to discuss the Eau Galle Project Master Plan in 
regards to our recreation site.

PUBLIC MEETING DETAILS:
6 to 8 p.m. on Thursday, April 26, 2018 - includes an open 
house and presentation

Spring Valley Emergency Services Building 
S407 Newman Avenue 
Spring Valley, WI 54767

 
MASTER PLAN:
The plan, last updated in 1990, focuses on what could and should happen over the life of Corps’ federal lands 
at the Eau Galle Project, but is flexible enough to adapt to unforeseen or changing conditions. It also includes 
all lands (fees, easements or other interests) acquired. The plan does not address water level management. 

The purpose of this revision is to bring it into compliance with current Corps’ policies and regulations, identify 
management opportunities and constraints, user needs and characteristics and to balance all of the above 
while protecting natural resources and providing environmental stewardship for the future.  

QUESTIONS?
Contact: Brad Labadie, USACE recreation and natural resources section

Phone: (715) 778-5562

Email: eau.galle.lake@usace.army.mil

For more information, or to make a comment electronically, please visit our website: 
http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/EauGalleMasterPlan/
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Master Plan Update



BUILDING STRONG®

Purpose of this Meeting
 Fully describe the purpose and intent of a 

Master Plan

 Explain why revision is needed

 Describe the revision process

 Answer questions

 Seek your participation and input 
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BUILDING STRONG®

St. Paul District
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BUILDING STRONG®

Spring Valley Flooding and 
Dam Construction

 Authorizations
Flood Control Act of 1958

 Dam Construction
1965-1968
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BUILDING STRONG®

Eau Galle Project
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Size
• Project: 648.3 acres
• Conservation Pool: 

138.3 acres
• Flowage Easement: 

514.1 acres

Missions
• Flood Control
• Recreation
• Environment



BUILDING STRONG®

Visitation
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2017 Campers
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BUILDING STRONG®

► Overall land use management plan

► Guides comprehensive management and development of:
• Recreation
• Natural Resources
• Cultural Resources

8

What is a Master Plan?



BUILDING STRONG®

The Master Plan does NOT…
 Address the specifics plan for flood risk management or water level 

management. (Water Control Plan)

 Provide the details of design or daily project operations (Operational 
Management Plan (OMP)).

The Master Plan provides authority, NOT funding
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 Master Plan (MP)

 Operational Management Plan (OMP)

•The “Mother” Planning Document
•Conceptual
•Reviewed every 5 years

•Detailed
•5 –year work plan
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Why do we need a Revision?
 Existing Master Plan was completed in 1990; Equestrian Campground 

added in 1999.

 To ensure effective management practices & be responsive to existing & 
future needs.  

 User group changes in the region.

 To better reflect current Corps policies, regulations, & processes.
Past Present
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Past Present
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2018 Master Plan Revision Process
 Will be accomplished by a team of Corps employees

 Public, stakeholder and agency input will be carefully considered by 
the team.
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BUILDING STRONG®

The Master Planning Revision Process

Data Collection
Agency/Public 

Scoping 
April 2018

Resource Analysis

Development of
Land Classifications

and Resource 
Objectives

Agency/Public 
Review

Finalize Master Plan
Based on

Comments Received

Adoption of 
Master Plan 

Revision Where we are today
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• Prepare new Resource Objectives
• Reclassify all project lands
• Prepare new Resource Plan

• An Environmental Assessment of the Master Plan will be prepared and 
appended to the plan.

What Major Changes are Needed in 
the Current Master Plan?

Proposed effective life of a Master Plan is 25 years.
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The Corps’ Vision for Eau Galle
The land, water and recreational resources of the Eau Galle 

Project will be managed to protect, conserve, and sustain 
natural and cultural resources, especially environmentally 
sensitive resources, and provide quality outdoor recreation 

opportunities that complement project resources for the 
benefit of present and future generations.
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Need new Resource Objectives
► That reflect environmental habitat and open space needs
► That reflect major recreation needs
Identified in the Wisconsin Statewide Comprehensive 
Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) and through public 
input.
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 Manage habitats to protect Special Status Species.

 Monitor lands and waters for invasive and exotic species 
and take action to prevent and/or reduce their spread. 

 Identify, protect and/or restore important native vegetation 
ecosystems.

Environmental Resource Objectives
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 Inventory, protect, and interpret cultural resources.

 Evaluate land use requests such as road and utility easements 
to avoid unnecessary resource damage or negative effects on 
public use. 

 Improve water quality by participating in watershed 
management efforts primarily through the use of partnerships.

19

Environmental Resource Objectives
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Recreation Resource Objectives
 Improve, modernize, and maintain day use and campground 

facilities through additional amenities.

 Maintain, improve and/or expand existing trails within the project and 
connect to adjacent trail systems.

 Carefully monitor public hunting activities to ensure public safety 
and resource protection. 

 Work toward universal accessibility in all aspects of the recreation 
mission.

 Evaluate recreational experiences using comment cards and other 
methods.
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BUILDING STRONG®

 Maintain high quality public water access points.

 Ensure proper balance between impacts of visitors and the 
resources.

 Maintain, design and construct sustainable and resilient 
infrastructure.  

 Improve and expand public outreach and education.
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Recreation Resource Objectives
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General Resource Objectives
 Comply with all applicable laws, regulations and policies. 

 Foster public and employee safety through education, training, 
research, and proactive visitor assistance activities.

 Maintain regular contact with community members and agency 
stakeholders and partners. 

 Maintain an easily recognized Federal property boundary line and 
perform periodic inspections. 
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Eau Galle Project Land Classification
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Current Land Classification (1990)



BUILDING STRONG®

Proposed Land 
Classifications

Project Operations

High Density Recreation

Multiple Resource Management:
• Low Density Recreation
• Wildlife Management
• Vegetative Management
• Future/ Inactive Recreation Lands

Environmentally Sensitive Area

Water Surface
• Open Recreation
• Designated No Wake
• Fish and Wildlife Sanctuary
• Restricted
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Land Classification
Project Operations:
- Lands required for the dam, spillway, storage yard, offices, 
maintenance facilities, and other areas that are used solely for project 
operations.
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Land Classification
High-Density Recreation:
- Land developed for intensive recreational activities by the visiting 
public, including developed recreation areas and locations for 
concessions, resorts, marinas, etc.
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BUILDING STRONG®

Land Classification
Multiple Resource Management:

Low-Density Recreation
- Minimal development or infrastructure that support passive public 
recreation use (e.g. hiking, primitive camping, wildlife observation, 
hunting, fishing, trails, wildlife viewing, etc.).
Wildlife Management
- Fish and wildlife management activities.
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BUILDING STRONG®

Land Classification
Multiple Resource Management:

Vegetative Management
- Management activities for the protection and development of a 
specific vegetative cover.
Inactive and/or Future Recreation Areas
- Recreation areas planned for the future or that have been temporary 
closed. These lands will be classified as multiple resource management 
in the interim.  
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Land Classification
Environmentally Sensitive Areas:
- Areas where scientific, ecological, cultural or aesthetic 
features have been identified.  These areas must be 
considered by management to ensure the sensitive areas are 
not adversely impacted.
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Land Classification
Water Surface:

Restricted
- Water areas restricted for project operations, safety, and security 
purposes.
Designated No-Wake
- To protect environmentally sensitive shoreline areas, recreational 
water access areas from disturbance, and for public safety.
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Land Classification
Water Surface:

Fish and Wildlife Sanctuary
- Annual or seasonal restrictions on areas to protect fish and wildlife species 
during periods of migration, resting, feeding, nesting, and/or spawning.
Open Recreation
- Those waters available for year round or seasonal water-based recreational 
use.
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2011-2016 WI SCORP
Projected Trends in Wisconsin Outdoor Recreation Activities  
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Project Schedule 2018

April • Scoping meetings (public & agencies)

May-
Aug

• Resource Analysis, Development of Land Classification and Resource Objectives,    
Input from the Public and Agencies

Sept • Draft Report

Oct • Public Review

Nov
• EA/FONSI
• Adopt 2018 Master Plan 

2019
• Operation Management Plan (OMP)

33



BUILDING STRONG®

How can you help?
Please, provide your comments on how you would like to see the 

natural and recreational resources:

 Visit our website at: http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/EauGalleMasterPlan/

 Send us an e-mail at: eau.galle.lake@usace.army.mil

 Fill out a comment card now or take it home and send later

 Drop off comments at the Eau Galle Project Office 
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BUILDING STRONG®

The End
Please use our remaining time to visit with staff members, 

ask questions and help us produce an excellent Master Plan

Questions?

Please tell your friends!  We want to hear your thoughts and ideas.
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